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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm tov discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

f only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pops. 


—10000— 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
-—O— 
INVITATION TO THE KING, TO WITNESS THE PUBLIC 


ENTRY OF MR. HUNT, INTO THES METROPOLIS ON, 


MONDAY, THE LITH INST. 


May it please your Majesty, 
As it is one of the leading duties of the ruler 


of a free state, toobtain a full knowledge of the feelings | 


and opinions of the people over whom he presides, I can- 
not offer you a more essential advantage, than by invit- 
ing you to be present at your palace of Carlton House, on 
the public entry of Mr. Hunt into the Metropolis, on Mon- 
day next, the 11th instant : when it is purposed he shall pro- 
ceed through the streets in the midst of that public, in 
whose cause he has so severely suflered. The lesson that 
such a procession would convey to your Majesty, would 
be more imporiant, and more impressive,than any which 
your stationhas yetaflorded you ; and you would return to 
your closet, satisfactorily convinced that you before knew 
nothing of a people, which your flatterers have taught you 
ito call yours—reversing the proposition that you are 
theirs—and that they are the sovereigns of the soil. 


On that occasion, you may have an opportunity of 
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perceiving low miserably you have been deceived by 
the sycophantic traitors to the public interest who crowd 
palaces as flies crowd the shambles, polluting what they 
itouch, and destroying what they canuot consume. You 
may then perceive that the system which you are com- 
pelled to maintain is not the choice of the nation ; and 
unless you are disposed to act upon the presumption that 
the pub lic madness requires a political strait-waist- 
coating, and the coercion of military keepers, you will be 
disposed to vive net back the rights rages have been usur- 
ped, and t to order those to reeey : the raue punishment, 
who have dared to inninftain usurpation by oppression ; 
and to torture those who haye ! 2 tha hous siy, and the 
courage to denounce their misdeeds. On the occasion to 
Which ! venture to call your eltention, you may perceive 
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“of my people.” And the people would answer,— 


“ THIS IS ONE OF US, Who has been persecuted by your 
“ minions, almost beyoudthe endurance of human nature. 
* He believed himself a freeman of his country, and 
“fully entitled to perform all} that freedom and 
“justice, demanded he should do. In full confidence 
- of the protection of those laws, by virtueof which 

* you wear your Crown, and which you have sworn to 
" ce Spuerve and to cause to be observed, he accepted an 
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invitation to preside at a public Meeting, legally con- 
vened, 7 for the most sacred, and most legal object ; 

namely, to convey to your ears the complaints, and to 
your eo wledwe ihe grievances, of a suffering people, 
The Meeting assembled—but was illegally, “brutally, 
and wickedly dispersed, by an armed body ol merce- 

nary, and remorseless banditt). Several of your sub- 
jects were murdered—many were wounded—and thou- 
sands wantonly exposed to mortal i injuries, This man, 
round whom we vow throne, to rejoice at his delive- 
rance frum the iron fangs, and bloody grasp of his 
enemies, was furiously assailed, as if a pretext were 
wanted for his destruction ia the face of ihe people 
whom he came to serve. His intended colleagues in 
‘** the business of the day were seized wilt Lim, aud were 
oe conveyed Lo Prison, Wi th all the feroe niby oi Wanton op- 
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- pression. ‘here they were accused of crimes, that the 
“ criminals miglit be spared :—and while the whole nae 
“tion, indignant at thie sancuinary Oulrage, irere de- 
se mand, ig the ver rwoanee of the offended laws upon the 
** noon-day butche: sy your Majesty was advised to —_ 
“a letler of thanks to men whose swords were yet reek- 
“ing with the aod < of their unoflen ‘ing CO nntryn on, — 


‘ Starlled at this monstrous preccedi: IZ, and expecting 
others still more monsirous to follow it, we hi ave kept 


* our eyes ant Aeart 5 steadfastly fixed | upon the ullerior 
* measures of your Minisiers. We b ave heard ihem in 
“the Senate defending the slaughter of men who were 
** pursuing a legal obje ect, by legal measures. We have 
“heard them uphold the —-—-—- as men a of honour, as 
““ loyal men, as gedigious men; and we have actually 
“seen church preferment bestowed as 4 the reward of 
‘‘ the Aorrors of the 16th of August. We have seen the 
cs 


tribunals refuse to entertain the charges ogee the 
* slaughterers ; and thrown oc pen for vain and indefinite 
accusations against mea who had committed no crimes. 
We have seen Jurzes—snecial Juries, as they are 
called, who are selected and packed by an officer of 
the Crown, who is dependant upon the Ministry of the 
day, find verdicts i in consonance with the wishes of the 
Ministry ; and we have heard the Judges pronounce 
sentences, from which our minds have revolted with 
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. sey ON abhborre nce, ‘| his hit anh, who } is how AMONESE 


for no offence that we can recognize, has been now 
aad two years and a half ina pestilential dun- 
eeon, exposed to the torture of a brutal keeper, and a 
malevolent Mi: wistracy. Our eyes followed him into 
his prison; and we saw him there combatting his petty 
tyrants, as the apostle fought with the wild beasts of 


‘ Ephesus. Restrictions sieed to embitter his existence, if 


ait intended to destroy it, wereimposed. All the torture 
that the caprice of wanton oppression could suggest, 
was inflicted upon hisfeelings. Tis peculiar firmness, 
courage, and perseverance, has enabled him to defeat 
the conspiracy which probs ibly meant that his captively 
should lead to death. He procured an investigation 
which laid open all the horrors of his situation. LHe 

held up the loc al tyrants, and the local tools of tyranny, 
to the indignation and contempt of the public. He 
compelled them to abandon their various modes of 
leHtaring others ; and though it was long before his 


‘inalevolent. enemies were compelled to loosen their 
‘ grasp upon himself—thuugh they renewed thestruggle 


again and again, they were at length driven from their 


: hold, and their "intended victim trampled upon their 


heads. The period of his unmerited imprisonment has 


‘now rolled away. His prison doors have been thrown 
‘ open, and he resumes his stalion in society :—and we 
‘come to assure him that we have had no feeling in 
‘common With his enemies—that we are stedfastly and 
‘unanimously opposed to the system and its minions 
‘—that our feelings and our judgment are equally 
‘arrayed in his favour, against the perversion of law 


under which his privations have beer so far aggravated. 
We come to assure him, and we assure you, that 
we think he has been one of the victims of 2 general 
conspiracy to destroy the rights of the many, that the 
few may riot in the spoil cf the nation. We come to 
say, that had WE been REPRESENTED in the 
Commons’ House, his persecutors, and the persecutors 
of the Reformers in general, would not only have failed 
in their nefarious designs, but would have been called to 
a strict account for their machinations against the lives 
and liberties of their countrymen. This public demon- 
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stralion of our fecling is necessary, because the ordi- 
nary means of access to the constituted authorities are 


‘* shut against us. Laws contrary to the Constitution, 


and destructive of our rights, forbid us to assemble but 
under such restrictions as render the right of petilion- 
ing, @ mere farce :—as one of your cabinet Ministers 


‘ very properly called those meetings in which the right 


of complaint alone exists, without the power of enforc- 
ing any attention to the complaint. Besides, to ap- 
proach our oppressors with civil, dutiful, and respectful 
addresses, requesting they would cease to benefit by 
oppressi:y us, and voluntarily renounce the advantage 
of misgovernment, would be as wise and as useful, as 
to bid a famished wolf abandon the lamb which he was 
about to devour. It is therefore only in these assem- 
blies, and in this manner, that we can display our 
feelings :—but here they are displayed in a manner 


* that cannot be misunderstood :—and it is to your 


advantage that you should do yourself the jus- 
lice to meditate upon the lesson they convey. 
See, Sir, there is no dissentient voice. It is 
not the triumph of a party. Itis not the parade 
of a faction. Cana whole people be mistaken ? Here 
is nothing to attract curiosity—no gilding, no decora- 


- tions, no helmets, no fine jackets, no titles, no splendid 


equipages, to collect gazers. Yet, here are myriads, 
greater than your majesty would collect, with all the 
‘pomp and circumstance’ that ‘hedge your State ;’ 
and all the finery with which vanity tricks out the 
train of royalty. This immense multitude is assem- 
bled spontaneously, to do justice to one of their own 
body, and honour to themselves, by espousing his 
cause, since it is identified with the common cause of 
the people. We are aware that it is customary to 
disparage the voice of the multitude, when it opposes 
the wishes, and condemns the venal interests of its 
rulers :—but we are also aware that nothing delights 
those rulers so much as to find the public voice ap- 
plauding their measures, and echoing approbation in 
their train: and since authority never disputes our 


judement, when we are satisfied with its conduct, we 


‘<may safely pay ourselves the compliment of believing 
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“ that we are not much in error, when we find reasen te 
condemn ils proceedings. 32 then convinced, Sir. 
¢S that we are as competent to decice upon these poate ‘ 
as Unose who misiead you ; and, to repair as far ¢ s lies 
in your power, the errors and injustice which have 
been ecommitied in your name, and by the abuse 
“of the authority with which the law invests you; 
disown all participation in, ai!  pproval of, all 
“knowledge of, these enormities: —and renounce all 
future connection with those who have se long deceived 
‘you, and betrayed your true interests. Come forth 
‘from the magic cirele where es bul delusion ex- 
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them. Their old reply to public remonstrance, the 
bayonet, they feel is dangerous to use too f cquently ; 
for the LAST REASONING OF THE PLople is as fatal as 
the ultimo ratio regum.* 

if your Ministers tell you it is ody the populace 
which entertains such feeli: igs—that “* tho nobility, 
*‘ clergy, and gentry,” are content with “ things as 
* they are,” and desire nothing in the shape of amend- 
ment, let me entreat of you to consider what the ** no- 
* bility, clergy, and gentry,” would be, with the popu- 
lace opposed to ther m, iu the event of any crisis. 
Weaker than rushes, as un wstable as water, as frivolous as 
chafl before the w = he paer they prove ayainst the tor- 
rent of ee opinion ! Ah! Sir, the things that prate 
so prettify—ihat siine so gaily, that strut so proudly — 
like butterflies, are indebted solely to the sans shine, for 
their cxisteac 0, and their tawdry splendour. Let the 


storm come—and Uiey would disanpe ar. Look again at 
ihe Spanish contest!—Who stood foremost to resist the 
iiroduction of 2 foreign chieftain? ‘Phe xohfe blood had 
become sicagaant in the lazy puddies of illustrious birth, 
‘The proud aristocracy humbly bent the knee before a 
foreign master—~winle th , populace Hew to arms, and 


ma ‘e the hils and \ Niles: the mountains and the plains, 
the wave and the forest, resound with toe determina- 
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enough to raise the curtain before such a sketch. All 
that should be said arrays _ elf upon the canvass, in 
characters so intelligible that he who runs may read:— 
and those who refuse to peruse the “ hand writ Ing Up 

the wall,” must be content to abide the consequences of 
declining to inform themselves of what apper tains to their 
interest, when the means of information are ia their 
power. THE BLACK DWARF. 
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A motto, meaniug * the last reasoning of Kings,” whieh suina 
ot had inscribed upon his cannon. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Duke 
Buckingham. 


THE DUKE’S PROMISES FLY BLOWN. 
My dear Duke, 

Do not be offended with the familiarity of my 
address. The terms of it are very proper. Youarca 
dear Duke—a d—d dear one—as Sheridan would have 
said-—the very dearest Duke i know, except his Grace 
the Duke of York, who charged ten thousand a year for 
three or four visits to Windsor, to sce his poor old fa- 
ther. But then you are nota Duke of such high quality. 
You have no royal blood in your veins, that 1 kxow of; 
and, therefore, for such a Duke as —_ you may 
be even dearer than the Duke of York. At any rate, 
you are quite dear enough; and if put up for public 
sale, 1 know no fund but that of the Treasury that could 
expect to reach the price at which the article would be 
boughtin. I am therefore justified, I hope,in saying my 
dear Duke—except, indeed, you quarrel with the pro- 
noun, and say that you are not mine. Not altogether. 
I confess; but I have my title to a share of you, as you 
are a public man, and consequently public property. 
Now, althouzh [am by no means disposed to Azld my 
share of you, I tell you candidly, 1 do not much like it 
—it smell so—faugh! Hang it, Duke, why did you 
not take warning about the fly-blows, that I told you 
some fortnight ago, were buzzing about you. I was 
afraid you would be tainted, and endeavoured to make 
you brush them away, but to no purpose. You would 
be bfown :—and new have a care of the maggots, my 
dear Duke! They are likely to be of a size as capacious 
as the promontory on which they are bred. The Bucks 
Chronicle, a paper you have not been able to put down, 
(dear as you are, and Duke as vou are into the bargain) 
furnishes me with ile fullowing statement, which is as 
disgraceful as ever issued from. the press. I dare say 
your Grace has read it, with every feeling roused against 
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its author. It is, however, requisite that OTHER PEOPLE 
should read it. The contents oughtto be engraven on the 
memory of every man who has scen a Duke, or heard 
of the amphibious animal. First, therefore, let us look 
at your professions, your promises, on the honour of a 
Duke. Last February, you were all milk and honey 
with your tenants. Do you remember the following 
cant, from your noble lips ?— 

‘“¢ | have desired my steward, al the next Lady-day 
audit, to make a reduction on that audit of 20 per cent. 
upon their rents; and I further pledge myself, that it is 
my intention, on Wlidsummer-day next, to institute a 
minute inquiry into the situation of all my estates, of 
every individual farm and farmer, and then I shall make 
a final arrangement of rent, according to the times, 
whether they shall be better or worse. What that ar- 
rangement may be, it is not for me to say—it may be in 
my favour, it may be in yours ; but this I can promise 
you, it shall meet the times whatever they may be * * * 
1 trust that this will enable you to live in contentment 
on your farms ; I mean that you shall do so ; it will be 
for the benefit of us both. We must stand or fall toge- 
ther. I give you as a health—* The honest and indus - 
trious farmer.’ * ** A tenancy at will shews an ho- 
nourable confidence in both parties. Up to the present 
lime I have no arrears of rent amongst my tenants of 
that description. * * * I cannot live in this house, and 
you not live in your farm-houses, the poor who depend 
on you cannot live in their coltages, if you cannot live in 
your farms. The beauty of the constitution of this 
country is, that we are all linked together in one chain ; 
if one link breaks, the whole is dissolved.”—E£ tracts 
Jrom the Duke of Buckingham’s Speeches to his Te- 
nants at Stowe, Keb. 2, 1822. 

I saw this sad trash was cant, the moment I read it:—a 
mere trick to induce the farmers to pay up adt they 
could—a remission of 20 per cent., to get the remaining 
eighty, which was 40 per cent. more than the farmer 
ought to pay. The stuff about the great house was 
nicely thrown in. You knew well enough that to keep 
you in the great house, the farmers must turn out of 
their farm-houses into the collages; aud the cottagers 
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into the workhouse. The Bucks Chrontele tells how you 
keep your word. It says— | 
“We have often said that his Grace of Buckingham is 
the best commentary upon himself. As a proof, we 
illustrate the extri cls above by the following narrative: 
“Mr. W. Smith, a tenant of the Duke’s, living at Ash- 
endon, Was incanite of meeting the Michaelmas audit, 
and we have his Grace’s own authority, that up to [e- 
bruary he ‘had no arrears of rent.” Elis rent, dispro- 
portionate for many years, had ati re utterly ruined hin, 
and he was unable to find another shill line for his land- 
lord. His landlord, with his aie full of mercy and 
kindness, issued orders—not f ya remission of arrears— 
not for a “ final arrangement of renl”’—nol for an exten- 
sion of time—not for a fulfilment of his own promises 
and his tenant’s excited bese: | balk for adistress upon the 
unfortunaic tenants property. The execution was ac- 
aay put in; and on the 23d and 24th days gen 
tober last, a sale tosk place of Mir. Smit!’s stock < 
Asnendon. The day before the seizure, kir. G. Pavrat 
the Duke’s sien ard, was informed tha! 
assizned over lis estate and efiects for the benefit tof his 
creditors, and securities were olfored for the on with 


immediate possession of the farm: and an offer was made 
that the incomins fenant shoul lake to tie hay, &e. aba 
fair valuation. ‘ie terms were refused :—-the sale wa 
persisted in. Mr. G. Parrott aliended the sale, and pub- 
licly announced that tue hay esuld not be taken eff the 


premises, and that he could not give fvave fo the pur~ 
chascrs to consume it on the premises. i | 
eflect of preventing U | : fi 

Mr. Parrott, the Duke of Buckinghem’s steward, ac- 
tually purchased a considerabie quantily of tie hay, at 
one pound per ton, witch, even in these bai times, at 
the lowest valuation, is worlh 45s. We woutd ask, and 
we ask it indign antly, does Nir. Parroft mean to consume 
this hay hinge If, or does he mean that the incoming 
tenant shall at Lady- ech lake to it at a fair valuation? 
and is the difierence bet een the price he gave for it wad 
that fair valuation, Bs go into Mr. George Parroll’s 
pocket, or into the pocket ot the Duke? But mark this 
merciful gentleman’s subsequent conduct. When asmall 
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quantity of about seven tons were put up, this Mr. G. 
Parrott, Mr. Ridgway, a tenant, and a third person, 
ouly were present, as the company refused lo go near if, 
in consequence of seeing how matters stood: —Mr. G. 
Parrott bid a small sum, and Mr. Rid: gway bidding about 
71., at the rate of Li. per ton, it was knocked down to 
him, and Mr. George Parrott gave him leave to take it 
to his own farm:—this Mr. George Parrott assumed a 
right to give a tenant leave to go on Mr. Smith’s land to 
cart away seven tons of hay, when a few minutes before 
he would not give leave to the public, either to consume 
the hay on the spot, or to take itaway. And it is a fact 
also well known, that when another of the Ashendon 
tenants, who wanted to purchase a large quantity 
of the hay, asked Mr. George Parr ott to be al- 
lowed to purchase, and to take it to his own farm, also 
belonging to the Duke, this request was refused, and Mr. 
Parrott was relieved of a formidable opponent in his hay- 
Buy Lng § speculation. In ev ery mal ket-room ab, Aylesbury, 
Thame, and Buckingham, this story has been told, and 
the public cry out shame on such proceedings. One 
thing only remains to be toii—the distress was made 
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successively for 
many years, and never ofiended his Grace in their lives. 
The accuracy of the whole of this narrative is solemnly 
asserted 11 ihe face of the pubic; and we conciude by 
pullin isu the whole tnatier clo: sciy to his Grace’s cous science, 
and ask him whether, if he sanctioned such proceedings, 
he can ever avain hold up his head to make a speech to 
his tenants; and if he did not sanction it, whether he can 
countenance such a servant as this Mr. G reorge Parrott 
has exhibited himself to be? By this conduct of Mr. 
Parrott’s, the hay soid for 125). less, at our low calcu~ 
lation, than ils actual value, which the creditors have lost. 
Add this to the 20 per cent. which was allowed to the 
other tenants, and the total loss to the creditors is about 
2501.” 

What think you of this “ damned tale?” Are your 


tenants such cursed dupes, as lo tolerate another of your 
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speeches? Is this “ mecting the limes!” Is this the 
way you enable your tenants to “ live in contentment 2” 
Is this “ standing and falling together?” ITs this the way 
lo maintain an “ honourable confidence?” Is this the 
“‘ beaulifully linked Constitution?” Fie, Duke, fie !— 
Out upon such shuflling! By the bye, the idea of the 
links of the Constitution is good. It is indeed in /inks! 
—it is hung in boroughmonger fetters ; and sibbetted to 
the “* envy rand admiration of the world.” Now, Duke, 
‘to dinner with what appetite you may. ” Ido not tell 
thee “ we shall meet at Phillippi;” but you shall hear 
from me again. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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TO THE EDITOR. 








ES a eo 


oir, Oct. 19, 1122. 

[ hope the public will not neglect Mr, Peter Watson, 
now in Durham Gaol, for refusing to pay Easter Offerings, 
The firmness and ability which he displayed, when before the 
Vicar General in the Ecclesiastical Court, well deserves the ad- 
miration and support of a public, who are now beginning to 
see their weight aud consequence in public affairs a little more 
clearly, than to submit to such an imposition ; and who will, 
I hope, not suffer a man of Mr. Peter Watson’s bravery and per- 
severance in refusing to pay such illegal demands; aud m go- 
ing to prison rather than be so shamefully imposed upon—so 
unrequited for the benefit which he is conferring upon the na- 
tion atlarge. T heg to request that you will take the trouble 
of conveying to Mr. Peter Watson, the enclosed golden sovereign 
in high respect for his exertions, E. R. 


** E.R. will see by the accompanying letter of Mr. Wat- 
son, that the Editor did not forget to forward the subseription, 
though cone noghet preveated the acknowledgment in_ the 
Darl, at the proper peitod, 
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TO THE EDITOR. 
Si, 

Please to accept my grateful thanks for the receipt of 
one pound from you, by the hands of Mr. Marshall, of New- 
castle. But, worthy Sir, 1 consider myself under still higher 
obligations to you, for the manly and spirited manner in which 
you have advocated my cause in different numbers of your 
publication. ‘The letter you have addressed in your last to the 
Bishop of Durham, must have a powerful effect on the whole 
host of clerical imposters, and tend greatly to enlighten the 
public mind on the nature of those claims of barefaced hypo- 
crisy onthe credulity of a people deeply demoralized and de- 
praved by the delusions of a mercenary band of knavish priests , 
“whose Gospel is their law,’’ and who, whilst they “ rob 
widows houses,’ and plunder the poor and the needy, “ for a 
pretence make long prayers,”’ like the Pharisees of old. 

I have the pleasureto inform you, that I have again outwitted 
the parsons at their own favourite game of prosecution. By 
an order from the Lord Chancellor i was liberated from the 
Clerical Bastile in Durham on Sunday morning last, it having 
been discovered and admitted that the writ de contumace capi- 
endo, by which the clergy, in the multitude of their “ tender 
mercies,” had incarcerated me, was void and illegal, and con. 
sequently that added to the sufferings of a wife and destitute 
family of four children, wholly dependent on my manual labour 


for their support; I had myself suffered fa/se imprisonment 
since the 16th of August last, 72 days. 

Whiat steps the clergy may be next induced to take in support 
of their illegal claims to incarceration, I know not. The spirit 
of the times, I presume, is not favourable to the prosecution of 
these exactions; and were prudence to preside over their coun- 
sels, they would, if they have any regard left for public opi- 
nion, be induced to relinquish them. Strict justice would de- 
mand that they should, in the first place, amply remunerate 
me for the injury I have sustained by expenses and loss of time, 
in dancing attendance at their Consistory Court, at the different 
sittings, from the 22d of February to the 19th of July last ; and 
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lastly, for false imprisonment during a period of more than ten 
weeks, 

The eyes of the public are now directed to their “ spiritual 
pastors and masters ;’’ and it is only by practical lessons of 
Christian benevolence, and not by frequeat appeals to Courts 
of Justice, that the clergy can hopeto retain any moral influ- 
ence i the community. 

Rather than compromise a question admitted to be of great 
public importance, | have submitted to a temporary deprivation 
of my personal liberty, and other severe injuries, under a firm 
conviction that the sacrifice | was making would in the end be 
amply compensated by the ultimate accomplisiment of a great 
national good, 

By jhe selfish, the wor ldly wise, and i it are called the re- 
pectable classes, [ know i ‘shall be stigmatized for what the 
will be pleased to denominate my folly and i imprudence. Po the 
omega or the censure of these [ am equally indifferent, knowing 

hat every important chaage which bes been elected in this 
er. either iu Church or State, by whieh the comununity has 
been bias iefitted, has been br susie about by the agency of men, 


who, for atte vig to disturb the settled order of things, have, 
even by their frien: ds be 


on charged with folly and imaprudence 
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in beneuamion : pest me to say, should I be enabled by the 
bounty of the oublic,to bring the case of Easter Offerings before 


a Court of Ci ii Law, there can be little deubt if would soon 


be shown by a jury of we hee that these claims are ille- 
gal and piawenasile by the Common law of England 
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Chester-le-street Ivov. 1 1822. PETER WATSON. 
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Notice of Mr. Hunt’s liberation in various paris of 
the Couniry. 


The following brief details of the celebration of Mr. 
Hunts liberation, in various parts of the country, are 
worth preserving, as they shew the generality of the 
feeling, which the enemies of reform have affected to be- 
lieve has entirely subsided. They are necessarily brief, 
because hastily written at the moment; and merely 
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mentioned to notify that the occasion was not overlooked. 
from Manchester, Leeds, Birmingham, and other large 
manufacturing, towns, we shall receive further details 


from which all that is important will be extracted ata 
future period. 


Extract or A Lerver From Perersrietv.— The day of Mr: 
Hunt's liberation was not forgotten by the Radicals here. In the 
evening the ringers favoured us with a merry peal on the occasion. 
There is something strikingly applicable to the late captive’s case 
. me 146th Psalm, v. 7, * The lord looseth men out of prison ; 

e Lord giveth sight to the blind,” heing one of the Psalms read 
on Wednesd: iy, it altracted particular attention. We almost 
fancied ourselves waiting at the prison’s massive gates with a 
crowd to welcome his release at the opening of which, 

© Such a noise ayose 
shrouds ieake at sea in a stiff tempest : 

* As loud and to as many tunes,” 
We hail with the createst exultation the 
who are suifering in the cause of liberty,’ 


As the 


L iberation of all those 


ee 


Extract or A Lterrer reom Coventry :—*5 Ocl, 80, 1822. 
—The Reformers of this City did not forget that Mr. Hunt's 
lene thened ‘iawn iment terminated at 12 o’slock on Tuesday 
night last. Large bonfires were Jighted at that dread hour: and 
thundering cheers echoed from several e'evated situations in the 
extremeties of the town. Bengal lights were also burnt; but the 
fair brightness of the moon greatly iessened the effect of these 
artificial lun:imeries. A pariy at the Three Tans, and several 
other paviies of the sons of radica'ism dined together on the suc- 
ceeding day. 


Bostov.——Not less thea $00 radical reformers assembled at Bo:- 
ton on Wednesday evening to eeicbrate tis important political event 
in the annals of reform. Besides the mye i at the Faleon and 
the Mermaid, there were iarge parties at the Rodney and Hood, 
the Coach atd Lorses, and the Wellington. At the Falcon meeting, 
afetter from Co ones Johnson, the patriotic member for the borough 
of Boston, to his coustitucnts was read, and afterwards comimunt- 
cations from Mr. Hunt, Mr. Northmore, Sir Charles Wolseley. 
The followiug is a copy of the celonel’s excellent address :— 

LV ytham, Octobar, 26, 1822. 
‘To the Reformers of Boston, assembled to commemorate the 
Liberation of Mr. Hunt. 

‘ Friends,—! sincerely coug: atulate you on the persent occasion 
—one which every maatrue to his country must rejoice at. I 
believe a more iniquitous proceeding, a more unjust punishment, a 
ereater insult to the peeple,a stronger attempt to pervert the con- 
stitutional principles of the country, from the first to the last of 
the Manchester proceeding, bas not taken place fora great many 
years—an attempt acc ompanied with great cruelty, has’ proved as 
futile as it was ill designed to stifle the gencral cry of reform, but hag 
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added a hundced-fold io our strencth. Where 1s now the mat te 
be found who does not acknowledge that some reform is necessary, 
except those who profit by the present system, who, Lam sorry to 
say, form but foo strong a band for us at present, but who, | trust 
must soon give way tothe general voice of the country; and not 
by any half measure, for] am perfectly satisfied, that, anything 
short of a thorough and complete refrom, from the ¢op to the bot- 
tom of the present system, will essentially be of more harm than 
good to the country. We have had enough of patching, piecing, 
and propping, let us have truth and liberty, if possible. Nothing 
short ‘of the voice of the people being fully, fairly, and justly 
heard, having their due weight and control iu the proceedings of 
government, wi | give satisfaction and security: and this I conceive 
to be the interpetation of a radical reform. It is not now neces- 
sary to dwell upon the particular details of it; but whenever the 
time arrives, I shall be ready to lend my feeble voice on the ocea- 
sion. Inthe mean time, let me recommend a hearty and steady 
perseverance to obtain that object which alone can save this fine, 
noble, abused and cheated country. 

‘I hope Mr. Hunt’s health has not suffered from his barba- 
rous confinement, during which he bas made himself as forraida- 
ble to his apponents as before it; and now he has the pleasure to 
feel the general satisfaction that is testified at his liberation,—on 
which I sincerely congratulate him. : 

‘J remain, Gentlemen, yours, faithfully, 
‘W. A. JOHNSON.’ 


Extracts from Mr. Hunt’s letter to Mr. J. Jackson:—* I am 
very mich flattered with the intention of the radicals of Bostou 
and its neighbourhood, to celebrate my liberation. 

‘1 hope to have an opportunity, at some future time, to thank 
my friends at Boston for their kindness in person. 

‘Inform my friends at Boston how sensible I aim of their kind 
intentions, and that the only return E can make them shali be 
strictly performed on) my part—viz., a conscientious perseverance 
in the straight-forward path of public duty, which has entitled me 
to their esteem.’ 





TO CORRESPONDENTS 


We have to acknowledge the receipt of one pound, from H, E., for poo 
Byrne, the victim of the scoundrel Bishop of Clogher. 

We regret to state that the subscription for Mr. Lewis remains in the 
state of the last announcement. We have reason to hope the country 
funds proceed to accumulate ; but trust his friends in the metropolis 
will not jorget his case. 

The Dinner intended to be held at the London Tavern, on the 11th inst., 
incelebratiou of Mr. Hunt’s liberation, has been postponed to thie 
18th; on account of an economical! dinner arranged for the 11th inst. 

£ bythe Trades, who intend to join the procession of the Public Entry, 
to take place at the Eagle Tavern, City Road, when the Procession 
ts to terminate, 
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LIBERATION OF MR. HUNT. 


it is not with the feelings of mere ordinary journalists, that 
we prepare to detail the particulars attending the liberation of 
Mr. Hunt, from his exclusion from society in the infernal seclu- 
sion of Ilchester. Though wehave neither felt what he has felt, 
norendured what he has endured, we areacquainted with the 
severe privations of imprisonment, where imprisonment alone can 
be complained of: and where its inevitable evils are soothed bythe 
kindness of friends,and the civilityof the keepers. We know that 
such a condition has enough in it of evil: and when we task our 
imagination to add to this,the horrors of having to bear up against 
thebrutal tyranny of such menas Bridle, and the more cunning, 
though not less brutal torture of such men ae have disgraced 
the magistracy of Somerset, we cannot but express our exulta- 
tion that the diabolical nature of such a confinement has not 
destroyed the life of its intended victim ;—and that the object 
of its bitter hatred has conquered despotism in its very den, and 
come triumphant from the conquest. Every thing is sacred 
that exemplifies public feeling on such an occasion :—and that 
man must want both heart and head who does not feel both 
urge him to welcome home the restored captive, and to ap- 
plaud the exposer and conqueror of general and local despotism. 
We have therefore carefully collected the various expressions 
of the public feelins upon this occasion ; and given an extended 
detail of the occurrences in the scenes were Mr. Hunt hims elf 
was present. 

PROCEEDINGS AT ILCHESTER, 

The term of Mr. Hunt’s severe and unjust imprisonment expired 
at twelve o'clock on Tuesday night; and as the last sound of the 
Castle clock of Ilchester had tolled, the air was illuminated 
by a volley of fireworks, reckets, &c., from a field adjoining this 
town, and gave asignal to Mr. Hayward, of Mudford, four miles 
distant, to make his neighbourhood resound with the glad tidings 

oud as the roar of a few pieces planted on his demesne could 
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effect that purpose. Sir Chasles Wolseley and Mr. Northimere 


arrived in the town at an early hour’on the Tuesday for the purpose 


of escorting Mr. Hunt out of his prison. Inthe evening a large 


silver flagon and salver arrived at the Castle Ina, as the tribute of 
Somersct, to his indefatigable public exertions, and recording 
their abhorrence of his *¢ crucl, vindictive, and oppressive sentence.” 
The workmanship was of the first description in peint of clegauce. 

At half-past eight on Wedoesday morning, Mr, Hunt made his 
exit from Iichester gaol, after a residence in the prison of two years 
and a-half, a state of duresse which has but little affected bis per- 
sonal appearance ; he is somewhat thinner than he was, but his 
features denote the same health and vigour which they pourtrayed 
on former public occasions. Soon after eight, Sir Charles Wolse- 
ley and Mr. Northmore entered the gaol, and accompanied Mr: 
Hunt to the outer gate, where a barouche was in waiting. Several 
strangers, having the appearance of respectable yeomen, and a few 
farmers of note iu the neighbouring counties, had arrived in the 
town; a number of labourers were io the throng, aud persons in 


plain clothes paraded the streets in front of the Castle Inn, playing 


drums, and fifes, and trumpets. A cart also was driven about, 


decorated with boughs ; in front was exhibited a painting, on which 
was inscribed the naine of Mr, Hunt, surmouated by a Cap of Liberty? 
Many of the persoas in the throng wore white and green ribands 


round their hais, with the motio of ‘* Hunt for ever.’ Just as 


the hour of breakfast approachicd, am immense bustle suddenly 
broke upon the monotony of the scencma number of well-dressed 
persons, Who had the appearanee cf farmers, rode in groups into 
the town, and the new life and animation which was then manifest 
gave this dull and inanimate place an air of bustle which it seldom 
exhibits. About 500 strangers were inthe town as Mr. Hunt was 
mn progress from the gacl to the tun; his barouche was deawn by 
the people ; some friends sat on the dichy 7 Sir Charles Wolseley and 


@r. Northmore sat with their backs towards them. There 


were no flags at this period of the business, and Mr. Hunt 
seemed anxious to avoid ‘passing through clouds of pomp 


which but conceal the man.” He bowed and shook hands con- 


stantly with those around him, and appeared in the highest flow ot 


spirits. He wore over his dress an clegaut Argyle tartan cloak, 
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presented to him by the reformers of Greenock ; he was decorated 
with the gold chain and medal, some time since presented to him by 
the female reformers of Leeds. At a quarter before nine the 
harouche reached the door of the breakfast house, and Mr. Hunt 
addressed the crowd as follows, before he alighted from the vehicle. 

‘© Gentlemen.—I have been for two years and a half confined in 
yonder dungeon (pointing to the prison) and for what? Because 
i have struggled long and hard for the rights and liberties of my 
fellow-countrymen—because it was my lot to have foretold that 
which has since came to pass ; namely, that while so many lived on 
the fruits and labours of your industry—that while your government 
consumed in taxes the industry of the people—while so many lived 
idly aud upon your industry, the time must come, and it has come 
at last, when the landlord would receive no rent, the farmer no 
profit ; and when, in fact, you would be unable to maintain the 
poor which such a state of things occasioned. 1 have to meet a 
wreat many friends this day, and therefure you will excuse my de- 
sire to be brief: but there is one thing to which I beg of you ot 
jisten wilh particular attention. The object of the present govern 
ment is to set the labourer against the farmer; their object is to 
set the landlurd to screw the last shilling in the shape of rent, to 
make the farmer turn against the labourer, aud for each class to 
press the other to the ground. 1 would cautioa both the labourer 
and the farmer against the consequence of such mutual discord—it 
is both of your iuterests to resist this snare, and you can effectually 
do so by taking one course, and only one; which is, to join the 
manufacturing interests in seekiug a reform in the representation 
of all Euglishmen. (Cheers.) Let the grievances, the bitter, cruel, 
and heavy grievanees of the people be once redressed, as they 
would be by reform, and England will be herself again. (loud cheers) 
So long as you will play into the hands of the present Govern- 
ment, and permit them to divide you and set one class against 
another, just so long will you continue a ruinous career, and enable 
ie Government to plunder you of 60 millions of taxes, while you 
yourselves can hardly get four shillings a bushel for your wheat. 
(Crics of ** Hear.”) 1 am for peace, gentlemen—I do not wish to 
sce Englishnien or aay other mea at war with each other ; I wish 
‘og sce A UDien Amongst all fur ov bad purposes, but for the beat of 
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all purposes-a deswe to contribute to each other's happiness 
I have already told you of the manner in which Twas locked up in a 
dungeon for two yearsand a half in yonder Bastile, and I now tell! 
you that I have defeated the object of my enemies, for here I am, 
the Very same man f was before my incarceration; (loud cheers), 
not one whit less ready to useevery exertion of which I am capable 
wn the struggle for the recovery of your rights and liberties ; not 
one whit less ready to sacrifice myself in any way in which the 
enemies. of my country may demand that sacrifice—exactly in the 
same manner as before my imprisonment. (Repeated cheers.) l 
never was, and never will be afraid to do what my conscience 
dictates to mel ought to do; let them put me to death if they 
will, but they shall never otherwise silence my voice in behalf of 
the people. (Applause.) But what would my death do for my 
enemies? Would it pay the taxes? Would it raise the rents ? 
Would it make the people better able to bear up against their dif- 
ficulties 2 Would it keep fess of yon labourers from failing on 
the parish? (7Zear, hear.) Inaddition to the ordiuary effect of 
my sentence, I have been persecuted by the local authorities ; but 
of them I shall now say little, for their nose has been already suf- 
ficiently brought to the grinding stone. (Zaughter.) The late 
monster of a gaoler has been dismissed and disgraced, and brought 
to justice: his support and abettors upon the bench of magistrates 
have partly shared his fate. It seems now that the I!chester Bastile 
is to be pulled down; but let me tell vou something of the county 
expense it occasioned. When I was first immured within its walls 
ihe eounty expense was £6,000 or £7,000 a year, and it is now re. 
duced by my efforts to 2,000]. He concluded by repeating his 
thanks, and alighting amid loud shouts at the door of the Castle 
Inn. 

Sir C. Woxsexuy then paid a bigh compliment to Mr. Hardy, 
the present gaoler, and contrasted his conduct with that of others» 
whom he said it was unnecessary to designate. They were known 
and scorned. (Applause.) The company then sat down to a sub- 
stantial breakfast; seventy-nine sat at the tables. When the cloth 
was removed, the silver flaggon and salver were laid on the table, 
and Mr. Northmore slated that it was intended to be presented to 
Mr. Hunt, at Glastonbury. Loud checrs followed the appearance 
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of the plate, and several gentlemen advanced and congratulated 
Mr. Hunt on his liberation, Sir Caarles Wolseley then showed the 
plate at the window, and it elicited loud and repeated cheers from 
the crowd assembled without. Some ladies entered the room, and 
Mr. Hunt called out to have way made for them, and he shook 
hands with them, observing, ‘“* You are come to see the lion, who 
is just oul of his cage, and just as ready as ever to devour his ene- 
mies.” He then said that he had no master of the ceremonies, 
and any gentlemen who wished to be introduced to him, must 
come up like Englishmen, and let him take them by the hand. Mr. 
Hunt then walked round the iables, and was saluted by all present. 
He then proposed three cheers, which were heartily given in the 
room, and reiierated from without. 

Mir. Hunt then said, that some people might think he had spent 
his imprisonment idly, aad uselessly, yet he could assure them 
they were mistaken—perhaps he might admit that he had not im- 
proved —for there he was again among them, playing his old tricks. 
(Laughier.) He would assure them, that if the people of England 
showed a disposition to lie down under oppression and misgovern- 
ment, they would for ever have impressed upon them the stamp of 
slavery. (//Zear.) He was therefore ready to lose no time to begin 
again his business; and he had, with the concurrence of some gen- 
tlemen around him, who were freeholders, prepared a requisi- 
tion to the High Sheriff to call a county meeting. This was 
the only way in which they could legally proceed; and, as a 
freebolder of the couaty, he would sign first. (4pplause,) The 
requisition was then handed round the table and numerously sigu- 
ed: its objects were to take into consideration the best means of 
petitioning parliament for the redress of those grievances under 
which we at present labour ; and for restoring the representation of 
the people in parliament, agreeable to the ancient principles of 
the English constitution.” 

Mr. Nortumors said, he cordtaily concurred in the requisition. 
[t gave him the highest pleasure to see so many ladiesin the room 
for he knew that the fair sex were all Reformers. (Hear, and 
faughter.) He had been almost persuaded by the reasoning of Mr. 
Jeremy Bentham, that ladies ought to have a vote. He knew the 
objections against that privilege;—that in such a case the ladies 
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would be swayed by the men. Now, he thouzht the reverse, for 
he believed they would sway, and rightly sway, the men. (4p- 
plause.) This was not the place to lay before them some of the 
ancient maxims of the Constitution of England; but he mizht be 
permitted to tell them, that by the old law, all who paid taxes and 
fought for their country had, ipso facto, a right to vote for the 
elections in that country. (7Zear, hear.) Tndeed, a little of ‘that 
practice could be found still subsisting in the scot and lot voting. 
Scot and lot were two Saxon words. Sof meant militia, and scot 
faxation—that is, that all who were freemen, and entitled to be 
called upon for the purpose of war or taxes, were entitled to vote— 
the privilege and liability went on together; so that, in point of 
historical fact, universal suffrage formed a part of the Saxon Con- 
stitution; for all who fought and paid—all, except slaves, could 
vote; and, thank God, there were now by law, no slaves in Eng- 
land, except self-inade end voluntary task-men. (Applause.) In 
foriner days, Members of Parliament were paid by their consti- 
tuents: borough members had 9s. a day, and county members 4s. ; 
those who did not attend were not paid, but docked their day of 
doing no business. (Laughter) No work vo pay, was then the 
maxim. Their ancestors would have startled at having in Parlia- 
ment 109 Members who received 200,000! annually, out of the 
pockets of the people, without any stipulation for the people, but 
for the Mivister against the people. (Hear, hear.) Various opinions 
had been pronounced upon the Members, but one of royal origin 
was this:—Charles had been long teazed by his House of Com- 
mons, and he said, ‘*‘ What am I to with them, the honourable 
members are like cats,” and his royal reason for thinking so, was 
** because they always grew cursed with keeping.” (Loud Laugh. 
ter.) He had a fancy for this royal reason, because the compari- 
son of members io cats held in more ways than one—first, cats 
were fond of fish, so was the honourable house; then again they were 
alike fond of the same species of fish, which was gold and silver 
fish, (oud laughter), and exclaimed a punster, they are alike 
fond of place: secondiy, cats were apt to quarrel with each other, 
so was the honourable house: there was, however, some little dif- 
ference in the nature of their quarrels, for cats, it was said, quar- 


relled most when niost 1a love; but the cats of the House cf 
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Commons guarrelled not in jove, but because they hated each other ; 
the simile really might be carried ad infinitum ; if they rubbed cats 
in the dark, cvery body knew what a light was emitted; and when 
the members were rubbed in the dark they emitted an cleciric fluid, 
but never struck it in so bright a light, as whea their backs were 
exposed to a radical rubbing.—( Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. Hony then said this was not the first opportunity they had 
had of appreciating the talent and principles of Mr. Northmore, 
and he could promise them a speedy opportunity of evincing their 
attachment to such aman, for he was this day to enter intv pose 
session of some of his land to qualify him to be a freeholder of 
the county of Somerset, and he hoped soon to see him their re- 
preseutative—al least they should have the chance, for Mr. North- 
more should be put in nomivation for the county at no distant 
period. Mr. unt then contrasted the value of such a man to the 
claims of Mr. Dickinson, who shared the money taken from 
the pockets of the people. With respect to Mr. Dickinson, their 
present ‘independent’ member, he rented a light-house in the 
Bristol Channel at 101. a year from Government, and it brought 
himin from 2 to 3,000 a year. Lately, when a yeoman of the 
county came to him to ask his interest to procure some place for 
a son of his, his (Mr. Dickinso w’s) replywas, that really being engag- 
ed in opposing the present Ministers, he could not ask a favour 
from them. Nuw, said Mr. Hunt, his answer ought to be, if he 
were an honest man, ‘ Good friend, I am getting so much for 
myself from the Government, that I cannot ask for any body 
’ (Hear and faughter.) He then said that Mr. Dickinson, 
as colonel of the yeomanry, had 1,500l. a year passed through 


his hands, of which only 3601. went to thesergeants. (Crice of 
shame.) 


' 
Cise, 


The procession at 11 o’clock moved forward, preceded by a large 
cavalcade of yeumanry and farmers; the shouts of the people 
were loud and reiterated, and amid their enthusiastic applause, Mr. 
Hunt moved forward to Somerton, at the entrance of which the 
horses were again taken from his barouche, and he was drawn to 
the inn, where the cavalcade alighted for refreshment. Mr. Huot 
addressed the people from his barouche, and said that the black 
sheep had prevented theie bells from being rung; but that all 
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would not do; for throughout the country there were then 10,060 
bells ringing for him in places where not so much tithe was receiv- 
ed. After partaking of refreshments at the Inn, he visited Mr, 
Andrew’s clock manufactory. The cavalcade acquired a consi- 
derable addition of equestrians and pedestrians at Somerton ; and 
from that town several thousands proceeded onwards in the pro- 
cession to Glastonbury, which place it reached a little before four 
o'clock. Atthat moment not less than seven or eight thousand 
were assembled, The hills in the neighbourhood were topped by 
crowds of people, and the dampness of the weather (for the morn- 
ing was showery) did not prevent well dressed females from occu- 
pying stations along the road-side, and wherever they could 
get a view of the passing ceremony. At Glastonbury the mayor 
had sworn in 80 special constables for the occasion ; the bell-ringers 
cratificd the neighbourhood by ringing the changes upon the bells 
in both churches, both at the hour fixed for the departure of the 
process on from Ilchester, and from its appearing in sight from the 
romantic vicinity of the town: the movements of the procession 
were slow, and the appearance extremely picturesque in the 
distant prospect. The bright plaid cloak of Mr. Hunt shed 
its sparkling hues, and the Pretender himself, were he alive, could 
not expect to bave had more honour paid to the tartan at Ban- 
nockburn, where it was satd Mr. Hunt’s cloak had been manufac. 
toured, than was here paid to the national garb of Scotland. Mr. 
Hunt seemed particularly pleased upon arriving at the boundary 
of his manor of Glastonbury. His voice, which has lost nothing of 
its powerfnl compass, was here most ardent in expressing bis 
thanks to the assembled multitude. He was drawn into the town. 
Mr. Hunt, before he alighted at the George Inn, said, he under- 
stood the Mayor had sworn in eighty constables, and now he 
was going to swear in his constables, and he should take care to 
keep the peace, whether the Mayor did or no. Indeed he would 
take care that all should keep the peace, special constables andall ; 
(Loud laughter) ay, and the Mayor himself; for, if he did not, 
he would send one of bis tithing-constables to look after him $ 
for it was he who had the power of nominating the legal consta- 
blesthere. Here somebody in the crowd hissed, and those around 
him seemed disposed to handle him roughly: but Mr. Hunt inter- 
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fered, and begged that he might be permitted to piss unnoticed, 
fur it must be gratifying to them all to know, that in such an im- 
mense multitude, there was only one slave (/pplause); and he 
hoped, that during the evening, if such a slave casually appeared 
amongst them, they would treat him with contempt. He tvok 
leave by repeating his thanks. 

THE COURT LEET. 

At five o’clock the business of the Court Leet was proceeded 
upon. The manor is called of ** the Hundred of Glaston. 12 
hides, and Lerdship of Glastonbury, in the County of Somerset.” 
Here all the necessary preparations for holding the Court Lect 
were made in dueform. As Lord of the Manor, Mr. Hunt ts en 
titled to hold his annual Court Leet for the purpose of nominating 
two high coustables for the town of Glastonbury, and a tithing 
man for each of the tithings of Edgarley, Lattonsbury, Meare, 
West Pennard, Norwood, West Bradley, West Omanhold, North 
Readen, North Coad, Pembury, Ayleland, Badcombe, and East 
Street. The bailiff had opened this court last Weduesday, and ad- 
journed it untilthis day, toenable Mr. Hunt to perform the office 
in person. Mr. Hunt, as lord of the manor, is successor to the 
ancivat Monks of the Abbey of Glastonbury, who enjoyed that 
Lordship in the better days of the * olden times,” and he has con- 
trolin that capacity over the bones of four of the Saxon Kings, 
who were buried with great funeral pomp withia the walls of its 
ccmnetry. The court was opened in one of the roois of the George 
tun with the usual ceremony of swearing in, in due form, the 
tithing constables. Mr. Hunt then delivered a charge tu the con- 
stables thus sworn, in which he pointed out the duties which had 
devolved upon them: he felt it his duty, actiog as he was in the 
name and on behalf of the King, he was bound to tell them, that 
as il was the King’s duty to protect the people, a duty which he 
had sworn at the coronation, so it was theirs, (the constables) to 
use the greatest and most humane care in execuling such warrants 
as should be entrusted to them. He wav had so fresh a knowledge 
of what imprisonment was, must naturally have a considerate 
feeling for an unfortunate prisoner. All that a constable had to du, 
was tu take care of a prisoner’s safe custody, aud to detain him to 
abide the duc course of law. The Constitution of England pre- 
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sumed that every man was innocent until guilt: was established 
against him by a verdict of his fellow-couutrymen. “ LT charge 
you then, inthe name and on behalf of the King for whom I act, 
to take care and use your prisoners with the utmost humaniiy. 1 
charge you, also, when you recollect the extensive nature of the 
ploughed hides of this Manor, and the number of juries you will 
have to empanel ander the precept of ths Sheriff, that you are the 
persons who are to select the names of those’ whe are to fill the 
office of jurors; the sheriff has nothing to do with the selection. 
You areto make it, and I charge you to make it with entire im- 
partiality—-permit and practice no tampering, be inpartial, and 
select for the trial of others, those fair and honourable characters 
by whom you would yourself wish to abide in an hovr of trial.’ 
(Loud applause, and cries of huzza, Ziunt.) He then said he de- 
rived no benefit from holding that court; is was a duty which 
devolved upon him with his patriniony, and he would exercise it 
honestly and justly. ** Your Lord{said Mr. Hunt in conctusion J is 
this day at liberty, and if on such an occasion you are disposed to 
rejoice, be merry and wise; recollect that you are this day the 
legal keepers of the peace, and if there be any irregularity, high or 
low, which you should be bound to notice, treat not the party 
like a brute ar slave, and use any person in custody, should 
such there unfortunately be, with consideration and humanity.” 


After the business of the court was finished, Mr. Hunt proceeded, 


with some formalitics, to put Mr. Northimore in possession of a 
small tract of ground near the abbey, by which he acquires a iree- 
hold of the county. These essential ceremonies betug performed, 
the company at six o’clock hiastened to the more substantial enjoy 

ment of a gcod dinner. Mr. Norihmore took the chair. After 


the cloth was removed, the Chairman rose and gave, * The People, 
the source of legitimate power.’ Henext read a Jeiter which he 
received from Mr. Mann, whoin he deserted as a staunch reformer 


ai Leeds, aad which enclosed an address froin the reformers of that 
niace, for presentation to Mr Hunt al the Glastonbury dianer. The 
writer nolified that public diners, upou this occasion would be 
riven ia various paris of the corniry. 


ee 


5 a aan os 
After the address was presented, ihe Cuaramin said that Mr. 


Caunag had Jately thought proper tu call the reformers a body 
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whose aim and vbicct was to overthow the constiluliou—the sub- 
version of the tripartite government. He (the Chairman) solemnly 
denied ihe charge; he denied it on behalf of all the real reformers 
of the kingdom. (Crics of hear, hear.) Their object was not to 
destroy, but to restore the constitution, for the sake alike of the 
King and the people. (Appluuse.) It was therefore that he gave 
this toast, ** The King, and may he never forget the expression of 
Lord Chancellor Forterque, ¢ thathe has the dclegation of bis oflice 
from and for the people !!"’ a toast which he vave with as much 
zeal as Mr. Canning could propose his Majesty's health. The toast 
was drank with great applause, 

Sir C. Wousery, in due form, presented to Me. Hunt the ad. 
dress of the reformers of Manchester, and cf the Bolton Union. 
The silver flagon and saiver were next brought into the room and 
presented with equal ceremony; they were handed dewn thervom, 
aud much admired by the company. 

The Caarrman then proposed the healih of Mr. Hunt. la 
duing go, he perceived with no small satisfaction, that impatience 
which sat on every brow. It was one to which it was difficult for 
him todo adequate justice; but the notoriety of the man fortu- 
nately rendered any panegyric unnecessary, fur, as the poet said— 

“ When Phabus does his beams display, 

‘To tell them gravely that ’tis day, 

‘‘ Ts to suppose them blind.’’—( Hear. ) 
His (Mr. Hunt’s) fidelity, bis skill, his firmness to ihe people in 
every situation, it was as difficult as it was, happily for him, unne- 
cessary to describe. Had ke refused to soften the asperity of pub- 
lic feeling when in its height of excitement * Had he sunk from his 
duty under all the severity of his persecutors ? Had he refused to 
bail his fellow-prisoners in the dungeon at Manchester? Had he 
compromised his character or the people’s rights in his manly and 
constitutional defence at York, (/fear, hear.) Look at him in the 
sight of that yeomanry which, shocking to relate, struck their 
swords into the bosoms of helpless women and innocent chiidren, 
urged on (gracious God !} by ministers of tie religion of Christiae 
nity. (Hear) Look at him under his imprisonment—uander that 
pure and evangelical superintendance which, like that of Warwiek, 
was describedas the essence of hunisuity itsell——a systeni which was 
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deseribed as the best of all good svstems—as one managed by a 
gaoler who was almost too good for every purpose of humanity, 
(Laughtcr.) Amid the fond and kind care of this gaoler and this 
system, he exposed the cruelty and torture which afflicted the cap- 
tive in his dungeen. Had Mr. Hant, while so placed, ever flinched 
from his duty?) (4 ery of “© NMever.”) And vet that was the man 
who was found guilty Upos one count, or rather halfa count, of the 
Jadictment brought against him by his enemies, and who was then 
consigned to a sentence, borrowed from the tine of the Stuarts, 
who always aggravated the severity of the heavy sentence of the 
Jaws, by the still heavier weight which they superadded to the pu- 
Kishment. No part of Mr. Hunt's sentence involved the severity 
of solitary confinement; he believed it was never contemplated 
by the judges, yet it was inflicted epon him, and in additioa was 
levied upon his property a crown extent for preparing for the 
public a cheap and nutritious breakfast beverage. It was 
cear, therefore, that the man, not the crime was the object ot 
resentment, (/fear, hear.) Nothing would in fact satisfy the bo- 
roughmongering oligarchy, but the ruin of the man who exposed 
it, To them might be well applied the poet’s words: 
‘* Por deep within their rankling vengeance lies, 
‘* And must be satiate.” 

Hic would always declare that the treatment of Mr. Hunt was 
against law, and he verily believed that it was the last effort ot 
dying desptoism. (Hear.) It was clearly contrary to the atcieut 
principles of the writers upon British law. Mr. Hunt had been 
cebarred of that which even the negroes enjoyed—the light of the 
sun, ay, and the society of his own family and children, (cry of 
¢ Shame’); there was another annoyance also practised upon him— 
the plan for smoking him out; but the Somerset magistrates 
were most unfortunate in selecting that plan, for instead of it 
having smoked out their prisoner, it smoked out both themselves 
amitheir gaoler. Mr. Hunt, by the process meant against him 
self, smoked out his evil genius, and who was that? Depend upon 
it he was a parsop (daughter); and Mr. Hunt, smoked him out to 
a hotter and more distant furnace. (Zaughter.) In a book 
oftener quoted than read, they would find it laid down, that oppres- 
sion made a wise man mad. Now Mr, Hunt showed himself cven 
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superior to that, for though he went into prison with pretty 
strong knuckles, yet Le came out with stronger; oppression in- 
stead of making him mad, had made hima perfect Sampson, aud 
wuch wiser than Sampson, for he killed himself: not so Mr. 
Hunt, for he pulled down the temple of Dagon ; not upon his own 
head, but upon the heads of his enemies. (.4pplause.) One of 
the wisest of the ancients, Solon, had said, that the best regulated 
state was thatin which the sufferings offothers, in'which they them- 
selves had no participation, excite an equal feeling with that of the 
sufferers, and aa equal desire for redress; who looked upon all 
their fellow citizens as limbs of their own bedy. The reformers 
had felt so ; they looked upon Mr. Hunt as a limb of their own 
body (hear) ; and he was now enjoying the double reward; their 
approbation and his own conscience. (./pplause. ) 

Mr. Huwr said it was quite impossible for him to give utterance 
to the feelings in his breast. He could assure them he felt proud 
of the honour, and it should never be eradicated from bis memory. 
After the cloqueat, witty, and flattering speech of the Chairman, 
it would be presumptuous to speak again of himself; but he might 
be permitted to say, that in the compliments paid t» his perse 
verance in the cause of the people he had only received justice 
(Hear, hear.) He had never flinched whenever his country called 
upon aud his conscience prompted him that he ought to obey. It 
was, however singular that while so engaged he had been attacked 
by all parties—by men who had liberty on their tongues, but ma- 
lice im their hearts. (77ear, hear.) There were reasons for such 
malignity--jealousy, envy, and such passions. The press, when he 
was assailed in his dungeon, had done him ample justice ; and aided 
by the voice of the people, without which the press was nothing, 
it had assisted in achieving his victory, had defeated the malice of 
the oppressors, and brought him out alive, though his opponents 
meant to have stifled him for ever. He had prepared for the 
worst; for he knew when the emissaries of Government seized their 
prey, all the victim had to do was to meet his fate with fortitude, 
(Hear, hear.) He had stuggled hard from beginning to end—he 
had made a bold, maniy, and constitutional defence at York (hear, 
hear); but such was the state of his spectal jury, that after five 
hours’ consultation, they returned a verdict which was, ip fact, no 
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verdict at all—it was vnly half a count, and that upon the mildest 

part of the charge, negativing conspiracy, inspiring, and so forth 

Notwithstanding that sort of verdict, what had been his seateuce : 

‘Pwo years and a half imprisonment. The same description of 
punishment was inflicted upon Sir Charles Wolseley, for being 
chairman of a constitutional meeting ; but he, being a baronet and 
a magistrate of his county, fell under the care of humane persons, 
and enjoyed all the comforts of which his situation was susceptible ; 
far different had been his treatment: During the two years and 
a half of his incarceration, not a singie charge of any misconduct 
had been brought against him, or any of bis visiters. Yet, he had 
nol been there three months, when the magistrates deprived him 

of the socicty of his family and his friends; they rapidly made and 
rescinded four orders: first, his family were permitied, aad again 

they were refused; a system of harrassiuz was practised and 

persevered in, untila commission was sent to inquire into the 

prison abuses, composed of two known ministerial supporters, and 
nephew of Lord Sidmouth’s; he had no hesitation in saying this 
commission was originally intended to send back a report negativ- 
wg and falsifying all the charges, and declaring that the magis. 
trates and the gaoler were cruelly abused meu. The firsi day the 
commissioners came down, they tried from 8 o’clock in the morning 
until 8at night to carry their point. In vain had be wriiten letters 
claiming the justice of being present to sustain tie charges—in 
vain did he ask to cross-examine witnesses—no answers were scut 
on receipt of his notes. Nine prisoners were called up by Bridle, 
and swore all the charges were false ; by accident, he got a com 

munication with the prisoners, and they all refused to be examined 
until Mr. Hunt was present. There was one in the room, Charics 
Hill, who had been sixteen years in Hehester Gaol, for a Govern. 
ment debt of 341. (Cry of ** Shame.”) At his (Mr. Hunt's) own 
expense, he conducted that Iichester inquiry —it had cost him 3001. ; 
and in the end the Commissioners were obliged to report that the 
charges were all more or less proved. They knew how ihe busi- 
ness of that gaol had been conducted ; the Magistrates made their 
own regulations uuder a particular act of Parliament, and to give 
them the sanction of his name. Justice Best went that cireuit— 
whether for that purpose or not, he would uot say. In conse- 
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quence of these regulations, he had remained 40 days and nights | 
without being allowed to see a human being, save his gaolers. He 
was labouring under severe indisposition from cramp in his stomach, 
and he repeatedly begged both of the gaoler and the magistrates, 
for the admission of his surgeon, but in vain. For eleven days 
they refused him medical aid :—then the request became the sub- 
ject of long discussion among five magistrates, three esquires, and 
two clergymen; (Dr. Coulson and young Thring) and the parsons 
voted against his request. So without the surgeon he must have 
remained, had not the Court of King’s Bench made an order for 
his and a solicitor’s admission. The Magistrates never relented, 
until an order from the Secretary of State stopped their machina- 
tions. With respect to the present gaoler, Mr. Hardy, he had 
uniformly experienced the most humane attention. Mr. H. had 
obeyed his orders, but he did so like a man of feeling. (Applause) 
He was above the mean and dirty acts of other parties. Eight 
hundred and ninety-six nights he was shut up in his dungeon‘alone» 
at dusk, in winter, often at four o’clock in the evening ; during 
that period, never for once did he see a human countenance after 
dusk, until the present evening—no other prisoner had ever suf- 
fered such privation, but it had failed to break the English spirit of 
hisheart. (.4pplause.) He never despaired of bringing his oppres- 
sors to justice: he always looked forward to the working of events, 
gnd anticipated the arrival of the time when his enemies would en- 
counter shame and degradation. With regard to the county Ma- 
gistratcs, he forgave them the injury they had done him, but never 
would he forgive them their treatment of the other prisoners. 
(Hear.) With respect to the piece of plate so kindly bestowed 
upon him, it should descend as a proud heir-loom to his children 

No man could answer for his descendants; but he anxiously hoped 
to see his sons tread in the public footsteps of their father, aud feel 
as he did, a heroism in the cause of his country. Applause.) They 
might live to see their father sacrificed on the block ; but if they 
did, his last injunction would be--** My sons, stand up as your 
father has done, for the cause of public liberty.” (Great applause.) 
He did not despoud, for he knew he should live to sec his enemies 
and those of bis country, brought to justice. (Cheers.) They 


uight again incarcerate him uuder pretence of some Offence. He 
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Knew his life was im the hands of such men, and such a systei 
the ouly question was, would it be politic to take away his hfe? 
No, there was the rub, fur he trusted that when his blood flowed, 
it would be the signal for theirs. (//ear, hear.) He should al- 
ways contend for the restoration of that Constitution which thei 
ancestors had enjoyed—that every man who was called upon to 
ficht for his country and contriliute to the taxes, should have a 
voice inthe representation. (Hear, hear.)- Ue heped they would, 
ere long, attain that object- The sooner the better, even for the 
friends of the present system; for there was a point in all human 
endurance where subinission ceased, and according to the bes! 
Constitutional authors, resistance became lawful. To that point 
he hoped Englishmen would never be driven; inde-d, they could 
never be justified in resorting to it, while any means of peithoning 
for redress was open to them. He knew these means were lately 
much curtailed by the Six Acts; but still the Counties might mect, 
and the moment he had got out of prison that morning, he had, 
in conjunction with Mr. Northmore and other gentlemen of the 
County, prepared arequisition for a Somerset meetiog, at which, if 
granted, he should attend. (Hear, hear.) Ue, in conclusion, 
urged the example should not be insulated, but that all the Coun- 
ties would concur in petitioning ; and referred to what had been 
done some years ago at Wells and Bridgewater. If the Couvtics 
once met, they would soon make the zamby pamby politicians 
quake. Like Norfolk, let Somerset set an honest example. He 
was quite hoarse; and for watt of a late opportunity of much 
speaking, he lacked words, which was unusual to him, and he felt a 
hitch and hammer as it were upon histongue. (Applause.) Mr. 
Hunt then proposed the health of Mr. Northmore. 

The Cuarrman in rising to acknowledge this mark of approba- 
tion said, it was now 400 years since his ancestors had left Somerset 
to settle in Devonshire, and that it should fall to his lot to be the 
first of his family who presided at a meeting there to congratulate 
the descendants of the parent stock, wasalmost too much for him 
to endure (Applause-) But the object of the meeting was to as- 
sert those rights for which their ancestors and even kings had bled, 
and to show that they had not degenerated from the original prin- 
ciples which stamped their character. Mr. Canning at Liverpool 
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had told his guests, that it was not with the supporters, but the 
doctrines of reformers that he quarreled. To that he should an- 
swer, it was no proof of error on the part of the reformers that 
Mr. C. was unable to quarrel with their supporters ( Laughter.) Mr. 
Canning had said he never met any body who could tell him plainly 
the real object of the Reformers, He (Mr. Northmore) could have 
solved the question had he fallen in his way, for the object of the 
Reformers, and the only object, was to prevent plunder and 
despotism by a corrupt and desperate faction (cheers) to expose 
the boroughmongering system which Mr. Canning deemed so pure 
and perfect; and to enlighten the public mind against delusion and 
fraud. Then as to the remedy, he would tell Mr. Canning the 
Reformers meant to restore the people to the rights of which they 
had been unjustly deprived by an overbearing oligarchy, (hear), or, 
if Mr. Canning preferred Mr. Pitt’s words, they meant by the reso- 
lutions of the people to work upon the prudence of the House of 
Commons, and induce them to be just and honest. The complaints 
of the people were otorious. They complain of wars carried on 
to spread or to retain despotism. (Hear.) They complain of pro- 
fligate expenditure to maintain the creatures of a corrupt system. 
They complain particularly of large salaries given to ambassadors 
where there were no Courts. (JZear.) They complain of the 
starvation of the poorer classes, and of the pampered state of others, 
particularly of the higher orders of the clergy. (Hear, hear.) 
They complain of the daring violation of justice in the case ofAhat 
injured and oppressed Princess, the late Queen, who had never 
abandoned the people, nor ever been by them abandoned. (Cheers) 
Mr. Canning asks—“ Is it the House of Commons which had done 
all this? Have not the House of Lords had their share in these 
transactions? Do you mean,” he adds, * to prevail by reason or 
by force? Is not reason as good out of doors as within?” Indeed 
it was, and often much better in his (the Chairman’s) opinion? (4 
laugh.) ‘*Or was it by foree—by compulsion, they meant to 
proceed ? Ay,” said Mr. Canning, ** that is what they mean.” No ; 
it was not what they meant. True, they wished to see Parlia- 
ment generally reformed, Lords as well as Commons, if it could be 
done. They were at one time so much one body, that both sat 
in the same house—the minores et majorcs barones, as they 
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were then called. Would that they now so sats for the 
reform, if at all, would then be rendered complete, and 
the people could kill two birds with one stone. (4 lauch.) 
Mr. Canning had expressed his astouishment that Mr. Fawkes was 
not satisfied with the introduction of the new Member into York - 
Shire. Why should he be so easily satisfied? The Whigs and 
Tories were alike recdy to pounce upon corruption in an open bo- 
rough, which was accessible to any fool that had money; but the 
close boroughs, the little tit bits in which they were alike interest- 
ed—Horsham, Tavistock, and such places —the dog-sties in Somer- 
sctshire and Devon, must be held sacred. Mr. Canning said, if the 
nation had its organ of representation, what more could it desire ? 
Yes, but what sort of an organ wasit? Of all instruments that 
issued discord, a cracked organ was the most horrific (loud dauzh- 
fer)—and it was acracked organ to which Mr. Canning alluded. 
He (the Chairman) remembered playing upon an old organ of his 
grandfather’s in Devonshire, and he heard an extraordinary buz, 
like the cracking of some string: curiosity to ascertain the cause, 
led him to take this organ to pieces, and then he discovered that 
an enormous rat had eaten bis way through the bellows, and was 
sitting in the body of the organ, as fat as a modern pensioner !—the 
rascal, too, like the pensioner, escaped after doing the mischief. 
(Laughter.) Mr. Canning charged them with wishing to abolish 
the tripartite government ; but in point of fact there was no tripar- 
tite government, for both the King and the people were enslaved 
by a boroughmongering oligarchy. (Hear.) He proceeded to 
ridicule the sophisiry of Mr. Canning, who wished them (as in the 
case of Yorkshire) to be satisfied with two rotten apples instead of 
one! Both Whigs and Tories clung to the borough system. Mr. 
Canning said to touch it would be to derange the Constitution !— 
why, that was deranged already—its wheels had lost their cogs, 
aud its springs their elasticity, so that it was hardly worth the 
expense of oiling, which its imperfect stale required to keep it 
in motion. He concluded by repeating the objects of the Re- 
formers, and that their desire was restoralion—not innovation. 
( Applause.) 

Mr. Hunt proposed the health of Sir C. Wolseley, which was 
drank with loud applause 
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Sir C. Worserry said, Gent!emen, I feel proud to receive this 
dis inguished mark of your approbation. I am a mere matter-of- 
fact man, and can only thank you very sincerely for the honour 
you have done me. You will believe me when I say that 1 shall 
continue to actas I have hitherto done, and asa country gentle- 
mean should de, who is determined to stand up for the rights and 
liberties of his countrymen (applause). Had I not even been ac- 
quainted with Mr. Hunt, or an admirer of his political conduct, I 
would have been here this day toexnress my detestation at once of 
the most unmerciful sentence ever visited on so slight an offence, 
if offence it was at all (applause). I see no county gentlemen, (as 
they are called) here to-day- No; they are frightened out of their 
wits; they are hiding under their wives’ petticoats, lest they 
should be taken by some of you Somerset men by the nose (/augh- 
ing). Asto your clergymen, Colson and Thrings, they are despis- 
ed from one part of the country to the other. Iam quite weak, 
1 am almost beat; indeed I was actually so the other day by a 
Somerset man; but thereby hangs a tale, and I hope to trim his 
jacket yet. 

The Cuatrman next gave as a toast, ‘*The Somersethire Free- 
holders, and the Committee who got up this dinner.” 

Mr. Perrott [a farmer of Middlezny, of some property in the 
county] rose toreturn thanks as a member of the committee. He 
could assure the company that the committee felt the greatest 
pleasure in performing the duty which was entrusted to them, and 
that in their turn it gave them the greatest satisfaction to find that 
matters had been so conducted as to ensure general satisfaction. 
It gave him pride to have the p'easure of knowing Mr. Hunt— 
he knew him as a heavy sufferer in the cause of Reform: sympa- 
thising in the cause as well as in Mr. Hunt’s fate (for he Me- Perrott 
had been himself a sufferer) ; he should always remember this day 
with the highest satisfaction. Mr. Hont’s sentence and imprison- 
ment had given them au opportunity of knowing some Judges 
and some Reverend Magistrates; and that they had seen so much 
of both, that he should in the warmth of his heart, exclaim, 
‘Prom the Somerset-born Judges, and Parsoning Magistiates, 
good Lord deliver us!” [The allusion to the Somerset-born Judge, 
was said at the table to have reference to the Judge who signed 
the Magistrates’ Gaol Resolutions at Ilchester. ] 
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Mr. Hayward also returned thanks, and declared the manner in 
which he had revoked his prejudice against Mr. Hunt, after the 
York trial. 

The next toast was—‘* The Clergy who practice as well as preach 
good-will to all men.” Then followed —“ The Devonshire honest 
Baronet, Sir C. Bamfylde;” and the following toasts were succes- 
sitely given from the Chair, accompanied by brief explanations :— 
‘* May the Whigs have the sense to give up their boroughs.” The 
Chairman observed, that when he started from Exeter, the two 
candidates, who were always opposed, united against him, as if he 
were Belzebub. A Whig was, he said, a hypocrite; anda Tory a 
downright thief. 

The Chairman.—An English poet has said, “* That an honest 
‘man is the noblest work of God.” I shall now give you three 
honest men—Major Cartwright, Mr. Alderman Wood, and Mr. 
Wooler. 

The next toast was ‘ the suffering Reformers, Messrs. Harri- 
son, Swann, and Lewis; ‘* Spain, Greece, Portugal, and America, 
and the cause of freedom all over the world.” Sir C. Wolseley 
earnestly pressed upon the attention of the Meeting the propriety 
of a Southern subscription Union, on the plan of the Northern, for 
promoting Reform ; and at 11 o'clock the company broke up, and 
the principal personages departed amid loud cheers. 

At eleven o’clck on Thursday morning Mr. Hunt, accompznied 
by Sir Charles Wolseley, Mr. Northmore, and Mr. Hunt, junier, 
set out in their barouche from Glastonbury, through Shepton- 
Mallett, to Frome, and proceeded from thence on Friday 
to Warminster, aud arrived at Middleton Cottage, his own 
residenec, on Friday night. In thecourse of the journey Mr, 
Hunt was greeted loudly by different crowds of people who 
were attracted to the line of the precession. Mr. Hunt thanked 
his friends for their zeal and marks ef attention, and proceeded 
onwards to his own honse at a more rapid pace than that at which 
the cavalcade moved when advancing to Glastonbury. Mr, Hunt 
appeared anxious to reach the end of his journey, as he said he 


had to keep Saturday open for himself to shoot his Sanday’s 
diner. 
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